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Native Names
Directions:
Native American place names often describe the natural processes or characteristics 
of a place. The Salish, Pend d’Oreille, Kootenai, and Blackfeet peoples have had a 
presence in and around Glacier National Park for thousands of years. The Salish and 
Pend d’Oreille name for the Rocky Mountains is Xʷc̓xʷc̓ut. Use the code breaker 
below to find out what the Blackfeet and Kootenai names mean.

The Blackfeet name for this region is “Mistakiks,“ meaning:

The Kootenai name for the Glacier region is “Ya·qawiswit̓xuʾki,” meaning:

If you could choose a name that describes 
Glacier National Park, what would it be?

     _____________________________________
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